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1) ©  To-my Honoured'Friends)''\\ 0 hh 


ROBERT BERKELT, Eſq; 
High-Sheriff of the County of WORC ESTER, 
AND 


The Gentlemen of the Grand-Jury. 


Gentlemen, 


T ts at Tour Requeſt, that I Publiſh this 
Sermon, wh:ch Tou were Pleaſed to 
| *rhink might be Uſefull to others, as well as 
to thoſe who heard it. And I could not deny 
the Firſt Requeſt that was made to me by the 
Gentlemen of this Country, in which I have 
found ſo much Crouhty and Kindneſs. 1 
thank God, I came: hither with no other In- 
tention but to do as much Good as I could ; 
and I bope I ſball always purſue that Deſign 
with a ſincere and vigorous Mind, as far 
as I bave Health and Opportumty, I thought © 
I could not dv my Duty at this time, without 
Repreſenting the Evil and Miſchief of ſome 
very unſeaſonable Heats and Ammoſuties, 

2 among 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
among thoſe who pretend to the fame Come 
mon Intereſt, as to Religion and Laws, 
which are the maſ certain Standard of our 
Publick Go 

are Enemies to it, can underſtand it other= 
wiſe. 


May God Almighty Bleſs this Country 


and the Whole Nation, with a bearty Zeal 


and Concernment for 1t. 


I am, 
Gentlemen, 
Worceſter ,, 
Sept. 2 3, 
1.690, 


Your Faithfull. Servant. 


for the. beſt. Ends,. 


E. WIGORN:. 
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For God hath not given us the Spirit of Fear, but: 
of Power, and of Love and of a Sound Mind. 


F we. look. into. the Scope and Defigm 
| of this Epiſtle, we ſhall find S. Paul at 


the time _of' writing it, under more than: 
ordinary Apprehenſions of the ſad Con- 
dition of the Chriſtian Church.. 
As to. Himſelf, he. had. great Satisfaction: 
in the particular Care of Divine. Providence. 
towards Him :. . For, God had not onely for--2Tim-ij; 
merly delivered him out. of many Perſecu- 


Ch. iv. 
oy. 


Ch.iv. 6. 


Vetfſ. 7. 
Verſ. 8. 


Verſ. 12, 
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tions ; but had lately Reſcued him out of the 
Mouth of the Lion, i. &: from a great and im- 
minent Danger. And though he forcſaw, that 
rh tiahf of bis Departure was at hand yet that was 
ſo;fir from.giving him any Trouble, that he 
had the Comfort -of a Good Conſcience in 
looking back ; 'T have © fought a good fight, 1 
have finiſFed my courſe, I have kept the faith ; 
and in looking forward, Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a Cronn of Righteouſneſs, which 
tle Lord the righteous Fudge ſhall give me at 
that Day. | 
- Bur all his Diſſatisfaction- did ariſe from 
looking about; hyn ; for-without. were Fight- 
ings, and within were Fears. The Perſccutions 
abroad were indeed fo ſharp and ſevere, that 
none could keep a-Good- Conſcience without 
1'ſhare/mi\them's which makes'him ſay, ) Tea, 
and all' that wit live godly in Chtift Jeſus ſhall 
ſuffer Perſecutions. But this was not that which 
rroubled him moſt z for there were two things 
which fem to have made a deepand fad Itm- 
preſſion upon his'Mind. | 
( 1.) He 'obferved a great Coldneſs and In- 
differency © among forme who pretended 'a 
mighty 'Zeal'for' the common Intereſt 'of 
their Religion before. Of this he gives a 


' ſtrange Inſtance in his own Caſe. Ar my firſt 
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thay} for as Worceſter. 


Atrfwer, ſath-he, 110 at | Root whh 
wen: forſook me ;_ T: pray God" tt bo not Inid 40 
their | Charge. They mighe think at Prudence 
and Caurion at ſuch'a dangerous tune, bur 
the - Apoſtle certainly thought un a faulc, or 


cle he would never have pray'd that it might 


20t be laid to their Charge. Something muzhe 
be ſaid 1n Excuſe of thoſe who-wete {6 near 
danger ; but what can be ſaid for the general 


Coldneſs of thoſe at a-Diſtance 2 -7his thou Chi. 15. 


knoweft, that all they which are in Afia be turned 
away from me. A fad 'Conlideration 6 Timo- 
thy, who was entruſted by him with the par- 


' ticular Cate of thoſe in Aſie / For, what _ 


fort: cotild che: hope for ataong ther, 
were turned away-from S. Pail Þ Such 2 oY 
fection as this muſt needs bring great diſho- 
pe to Region, as well as di atisfaction to- 
un, CON Ill 

( a.) He obſerved A bufie ſort of Seducers 
who were crept in among them';' who were 
ctafty, ' reſtleſs and deſigning:Men'; 'ſucly as 
could not - compaſs chew” owt ends without 
raking upon them a-pretence '6f Zeal foriRe- 
ligion. They were- Men of as: ll Ternpers 


as'we can: well 1magine Men to be';' -7 hey Chir, 


233,44 


mere \Jovers of | themfſelovs ;> coverones' boafters 
png &c; But he concludes their Charddte 
TELLS Wit 
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with what onc would have leaſt expected from 
ſuch a fort of Men, that they had a Form of 
Godlineſs. They were ſuch painted Sepulchres 
that made a more than ordinary Shew and 
Appearance, but within there was nothing but 
Rottenneſs and Corruption. Men who pre- 
tended to Religion without Vertue ; and ho-' 
ped to be accounted Godly without any real 
Goodneſs. They made a great Shew of Zeal 
about ſome things, and were induſtrious in 
gaining Proſelyres ; for which end they crept 
into Houſes, &c. but whatever they pretended, 
their own Intereſt lay at bottom 5 Swppo- 

: Tim.vj. ſing that gain is Godlineſs ; and they were fo 

5 far from any hopes of Amendment, that 

S. Paul gives that dreadfull character of them, 

zTim.iij. that they waxed worſe and worſe , deceiving and 
13- being deceived. 

And what now ſhould Timothy do under 
ſuch a Complication of ll Circumſtances ? 
Should he oncly ſtand ſtill and ſee which way 
things would go 2 Or ſhould he give way 
to. Deſpondency and ſink under the Burthen 
of his Fears ? No, S. Paul, although at a Di- 
ſtance, and a Priſoner, yet thinks fit to Rouſe, 
to Animate, to Incourage him; and not 
onely ts put him in Mind of the Gift of God 

| 2Timis which was in him; but of that Spirit and 
Temper, 


the Aﬀzes at Worceſter. 
Temper, which true Chriftianity polleſſes mens 
minds wit | 

For God hath not given us the Spirit of Fear, 
but of Power, of Love and of a Sound Mind. 
Which words may be confidered Two 
ways: *.Y 
' FT, With Reſpect to Diftcalties and Troubles 
in the World; and fo it is not a Spirit of 
Fear, but of Power, Some render it Spiritun 
Timiditatis, a timerous, puſillanimous Spirit; 
which ts apt to be dejetted with Fears, fo as 
not to have Courage and Reſolution enough 
to do ones Duty for fear of Danger ; and 4 
Spirit of Power 1s that which ſupports and 
bears up the Mmmd under a Profpe& of Dith- 
culcics, fo as not to be hinder d thereby from 
that Duty which lics upon us. 
-Y. With Refpet to the Hamours and 
Paſſions of ' Men 1, and fo it is a Spirit of Love 
and of a Sound Mind': Not a peeviſh; froward, 
exaſperating , provoking Spirit, bane a Spirit 
of -Love ; Nor 2 turbulent , ſeditions, unruly 
Spirit; but of 2 Soand Mind. 


E With Reſpet to Difficulties and From 
Bles, Which may bc underftod Twe ways: 


# wWwWs 


B+ x,” As 
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1. As it.may relate to: ſuch as 'S. Paul and: 
Timothy , We have not received, i, e, we that 
have an Apoflolical Spirit given to us. 

2: As it 'may relatc' to all Chriſtians; We 
that own Chriſt ſincerely and truely haye not 
received, &C. FS. 

( 1.) 'I-ſhall confider the Words with Re- 
ſpc&t to the Apoſtolical Spirit ;. becauſe this 
day we commemorate one of them, (S. Mat- | 
thew. ) 
Thoſe who had: the Apoſtolical Office com- | 
mitted to them, ( whether Primarily by Chriſt | 
himſelf, or Secondarily by the Apoſtles, as Ti- | 
mothy. and Titus and others ) had great need * 
of <his\ Apoftolical. Spirit; For, really, the Dif- | 
ficultics were fo great, which they were to go | 
through, that no ordinary Meaſures of Cou- | 
rage and Reſalution would ſerve them, When 
men "fight with Enemies in the open Field, 
there is a Multitude combined together ; a- 
mong whom there is abundance of Noife and | 
Heat and Examples ; and the Hopes of Preſent 
Victory, and the Shame. and Danger of. run- 
ning away z which animate Perſons in a 
Day of Battcl ; but it is another kind of Cou- 
Tage which 3s: requirgd 0 make, 1a! bear Up 
againſt the Malice and Subrilty of the Devil 
and of Wicked Men; for here the Combina- 
tion 
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tion is to all appearance much ſtronger on the 
Worſe fide; and if we are to Judge of Succels 
by Numbers, thoſe who promote Vertue and 
Goodneſs could never bear up againſt their 
Adyerſarics ; who were ſure to carry it by the 
Poll. 

There were among the Heathens ſome few 
Great Men, who endcavour'd to Reform, the 
Vices of Mankind : bur, alas! what poor Suc- 
ceſs had they in their Attempts this way.? Al- 
though they wanted neither Wit, nor Learn- 
ing, nor Addreſs to carry on this Noble De- 
ſign ; ſuch as Socrates at Athens and Epidtetus 
at Rome, and ſome others, who lived agrecably 
to their Doctrine ; yet how little Effect had 
both their Precepts and Example on the reſt 
of the People cither at Athens or Rome ? So- 
crates declared a mighty Reſolution rather. to 
die than to ſay or do-any thing unbecoming the 
Station God placed him in ; and. upon the Pro- 
ſecution of two malicious Men, the prevail- 
ing Party were reſolved to try the  Experi- 


ment-, and took him at his Word. After 


which, his Diſciples durſt not deal fo plainly 
and openly as he had done; and the Artifice 
they were-put to, loſt the force of the. beſt 
Part of their Philoſophy : ; which they ſo-nuxed 
with Numbers and Figures and Abſtracted 

B 2 -  Spect- 


ASt. xvij. 
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Speculations, that it became a Myfery, inſtead 


of a plain Deſign ro Retorm the Manners of - 


Men. "The beſt and wiſcſt of them ſeem 80 
have taken more-pains to Satisfie rhemſclyves, 
than ro have In{truted others; or if they 
did, thev were ſome few choſen Diſciples, 
whom 'they. initiated with as much Care, as 
they were wont to do in their Solumn Myſte- 
rics. 

But the Apoſtles undertook to Reform the: 
World, as to two things, which Mankind are 
the hardeſt brought off trom, and thoſe are 
idolatry and Vice. And they went plainly and 
roundly to Work, which men can the leaſt 
bear ;. as we ice by the Perſccutions they - un- 
derwent almoſt im cyery Place affoon as their 
Deſign was undenſt6od. - There was a gene- 
ral Clamour agamſt them: as the Diſturbers of 
Mankind , as thoſe who turned. the World apfade 


6. down ; which in ſome Senſe was. true,” but not 


2s they meant it with Refpect to Order and 
Government. But when Men haye no mind 
to be Reformed, they muſt have forme Terms: 
of Reproach to faſten upen thaſe who go a- 
bout to do it. It being Natural for them 46 

& Piflunes of Devils on thoſe, whom they 

ave 2 Mind to Exccme. And when: they 
eadcavour'd x0 Convince theme ther Immo- 


ralitics,, 


F 


the Aſſeges-ar W arceiter. =” 
ralitics, they were very Impatients of which 
we haye a clear Inſtance in S: Paxl's Preaching 
to Felix concerning Righteouſneſs aud Temperance Attxxiv. 
and Tudgment to come : which WETE excellent "_ 
SubjeRs, but they went too near him; he 
was too much concerned, to be willing to 
hear any; more. of them. ., The Dilgourſc of 
S. Paul had tag nwch Force un #t-for him to 
bear it any longer ; for it cauſed ſuch a.diſ- 
order 'in his Mind as affected his Body, for, 
Felix trembled.: And then he;ghought © þcſt 
ro diſmiſs him to a zoe | cprtvenient © Seaſphi, 
which"never game, that we reade of. Which 
ſhews, how; nauch more willing men ars to 
continue in their Faults, than tes hear them 
reproved 1n orger to Amendment; Mm I there- Galiv.ic 
fore become your Enemy, ſaith $. Paul, becauſe 1 
tell you. the Truth ? - No. .doybt of is; For, no 
Truths, can.'be. ſo uncalis and; proyeking as 
thoſe which gaul the Conſciences of men. 

The falſe Teachers whom $, Pau/ complains: - 
fo much of, were. fnkble of the lncorivericn- 
cies which follow'd. Plain. Triidh-zi ard thorc- 
fore; 0 avoid: Pexſecutian, they to mined/and: 
adulteracd, the Dodtrine'.of the true Apoſtles; 
that ir 1ſt #5.mam Forge. and Efficacy! And 
akhough by. their ſhifts;andcampliances work” 
Hens and Gentiles, they eſcaped: the hard _ ge 
which: 
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which others underwene £ - yet the Effect of it 


was, *that their Doctrine rook no deep rooting 


inthe World: For, in Origen's time, a very 
inconſiderable Number'of their Diſciples were 
left, But though the plain Simplicity of the Go- 
ſpel mer with Perſccutions on all hands; yer by 
the undaunted Courage of the Preachers of i Ir, 
the more it was oppoſed, the more 1t prevyail- 
ed ; and at laſt triumphed over its greateſt 
Perſecurors | 
-(3.) Theſe Words may be underſtood with | 
Reſpect ro*all Chriſtians, and fo they ſhew 
what the Temper and Spirit of Chriftianity is, 
where it-hath'its duc and proper Effe&t upon 
mens Minds. - 
-. The Moralifts ſpeak much of an excellent 
Vertue, which they call Magnanimity : which 
implics ſuch a Greatneſs of Mind, that it-car- 


ries'4:man an in doing what becomes him, 


without being diſcouraged by the Fears of 
what may befall him 1n it. 

2 And'this-our Saviour doth ſuppoſe to be fo 
antaindble by all tis Diſciples, that he requires 


watth.x. 1 from them. Fear not them which can kill the 
25. Body, . but are not able to kill the Sogl, or Be 
Luke xijizot. afraid. of -them that kill the BoB, and af- 
5: rer-that have no' more that they can do, 1. e. Go- 
-yern your Fears by the Conſideration of ano- 


ther 
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ther World c- not of this, Bux.i is. this poſſ- 
ble, to be, rid of our Fears as te this World 
It may be-ſome.-Heroical minds may attain to 
this; 'or thoſe. cn whom Cod. beſtows-the cx- 
traordinary Gifts of his Spirit: but can any 
by the common Meaſures and Aſliftances of 
Gracc rcach to it-? Fear is a Natural and V1o- 
lent Paſſion; which 1s not caſily diſſembled, 
much leſs cured; and the weaker any are, as 
ro mind or body, the more, they are ſub- 
ject, ro- the . Power of. it. - There are ſome 
Conſtitutions by Reaſon of ther dark | and 
confuſed and . melaggholy Apprehenſions of 
things, can never,get out of the, Labyrinth of 
their own. Fears.” And. where. Suſpicions and 
Jealouhes hnd an cafe entertainment, it is not 
poſſible:to cure ſuch Perſons Fears - for they 
are afraid of all peflible things... Such 1] guſt 
exclude as Tabouring under a Diſcaſe of-Imar 
gination 3. as we do thoſe: who are under a 
Feaver; And for whoſe -Unregfanable ur p 
knoy.no berter.Cure than,thexq 35 of Madnehs, 
which is to bring the Fexlpry moet he Ut Ul o eel ep | 
ſon as well as we can ;, and-it | 
cure them, nothing elle TY Rn 
-. But let, us ſuppoſe che. Fears Aealgpable. 4s $f: 
fuch. As conſidering t E.State. the: World 
Prudent man may juſtly -apprehe cnd ; z it He 
poſſible 
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poffi ble & ro (094K theſe Fears > Not to Cure 
our: Apprehenſion when it is Reaſonable; bur 
1 t6 tak& Care; thar'it do not torment and dil 

| quiet dur Minds ; but eſpecially that' it do not 
hinder us from doing our Duty. 

And this 1s that Spirit of Chriſtian Magnani- 
mity which I defign to fpeak of ;' and to make 
the matter as clear as I can; I ſhall, 
| (r.) Enquire into thoſe things which the |} . 
| | Nature of Magnanimity requires in general. 
(2.) Shew-the particular Meaſures of it ac- | | 
aveding to Chriſtianity, ' | 

( 3.) Conlider the Poſtbility of attaining it, 
and the Means -m' order to 1t. 

1G r/)- As'to Magnanimity in general'; Ie © is 
not ſo-mtith any one Vertue, as a Reſult from 
fypral pur together; and eſpecially theſe, 
ff (x.) Imegrity of Mind: Which umplics thefe 
iti things.” 
'ﬀ | x. A Freedvin Gore any mean and ſiniſter 
8 And A Þ Ends in what we do. Ariftotle, 
ft xwoloile. A L8e3  wh6” cohfidered the Nature of 
|| , Adis: \ 24if, 6 "Moral 'Vertucs, as well as any 
LIE} T9 Ot rog faith, there — Mag- 
| naninuty without Simplicity and 
j PI Truth; Ard Cicero fath, Men of 
|| & ſimplioes, 55rd a Contave and Mas antmity, are men 
eſe rojuthns, of ya of Si oplicaty Truth, and not gi- 
Ven 
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wen to Tricks. Ic is the Senſe of its own Weak- 
nels which diſpoſes any Living Creature toCraft 
and Cunning: The Lion knows his own ſtrength 
; | and deſpiſes it 3/;the Fox 1s ſenſible he hath 
not ſtrength enough for his own Security, and 
cherefore tries all other ways to compals. his 
End.--: A Spirit of -. Magnanimity, 1s above all 
little Arts and Shifts, which \tend onely to 
ſome mean and pitiful end, not worthy to 
be regarded. Men of Artifice and Deſign may 
think 1c Weakneſs and Folly; -but it 15 really 
a Greatneſs of Mind- which makes a Good and 
Wiſe Man deſpiſe ſuch things as unbecoming 
that true Greatneſs, which. lies in a, Generous 
Integrity : which cunningimen can no more 
| reach to, even. when they affect it, thanan 
Actor upon a Stage can the true Grearncls of 
a Prince. 

2... Sincere, and. anaffacecd.. Goodnehs, 

Which. is that, which Ari/torle calls -Kenwzye- vicom. 1.0 
'$z,, and makes abſolurely neceſſary 'to Mag- + © 3 
y nanimity.. The firſt thing in-the Character 
of a Good Man among the; Maebfe. Is, 
| that he be inwardly ſo, not taking 'upon him 
| | the Appearance and. Shew of Vertue for the 
-| &ke of: others, ; but; forming his Mind and 
Temper according to the Principles-and Rules 
4 it. And when. he hath done this, the whole 

CG * Courſe 
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Courſe of his 4 Actions will be agreeable thare- 
to : he will not anely be juſt and rexperate, 
_bar/kind and obliging, ready. to do'Goedt6 
all; according to his Circutnſtances ; \und be- 
having himſelf under all, as becomes a Good 
Man. 

{ 2:) There muſt not onely be Integrity, bin 
2 Courage and Reſolution ; withour which, in dif- 
 ficule times, i 1s umpoſſible to mamtain Inte- 
grity. Ido. not by this mean-any ſadden and 
violence Hears, -which rather fhew the Greatnelk 
of the Paſſions than of the Mind 3, but a cal 
and ſedate Courage, which euceath che other, 
35 a man of true Valour doth one that is taſh 
and fookhardy. The latter may do bolder 
things than the other 3 but none of the Me- 
ratifts allow # to be true Fortitude ;, for that 
muſt be guided by Reaſon and Difcrevior 
The bold and daring man never confiders what 
he doth ; but he 1s. carried. on by a ſadden 
and violenc bnpetus, or ſuch an agitation of 
Spirits, ' that ſuffer him net to Think ; bur of 
he goes, and if he meets with Succeſs, it is more 
owing to his Paſſion and Heat, than to his Wif- 
dom or Courage. Violent and furious Hears. 
(although under a pretence of Zeal for Relr- 
gion) arc hke the furious Onfets of 'undifci- 
plined Souldiers, which do more _—_— by 

cir 
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thein want of Order, than they do Good: by 


unſcaſonable Courage. True Courage nauſt 
be a Regutar' ching ; it nwſt have not onely- 
a Good End, but a wiſe choice of Means; 
and then the Courage les in the vigorous 
Purſue of it: not being diſheartned by diffi- 
culries, nor giving over through deſpondency 
or'difappoirttments:  ' | 2h 

(3) There muſt be an Indifferency of Mind, 
as to the Event of doing our Duty, Not a per- 
fe@Indifferency, which human Nature is hard- 
ly capable of; but fuch as keeps a mans mind 
firm-and'conſtant ſo as'nort to be moved from 
the'DiRatcs of a well-ſatisfied:Conſcience by 
the Motives of this World, It was a remark= 
able faying of Socrates, which Antozinns takes 
notice of, That man, faith he, is of 10 value; Antonin. 
who regards any thing fo much az- doing his Du. 7 ++ 
ty.. It is not- whether a man' lives 'or des, but 
whether what he doth be juſt or unjuft, whether it 
becomes a Good man to do it, or not, which he is 
to look after. . 
*- If thou eanſt not find anything in Life, faith 1.3. $3: 
that excellent Emperor himſch, better than Fu- 
ftice and Truth, a ſound Mind (E»ye:ows the word 
here uſed) and a difcreet Courage; then'waks 111i 
thy great 'buſineſs.and apply thy ſelf to it with'all 
thy Fas Let neither popular Applauſe, nor Power, 


OY 
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7207 Riches, nor Senſual Pleaſure draw thee off from 

ir. C hooſe that which is beft and purſue it, '«nMas 
2, PevSejes with: ſimplicity of mind and the fee 

Fackindtion of thy will.” 

: But the Roman Orator-gocs hey ond than, 


.1. when he ſaith, that Nothing argues ſo mean und 


narrow :a mind, as' the Love of Riches ; 


nothing. 


favours more of a great Mind, thax to contemn. 


them ; and if Men enjoy them to beſtow them in 
Beneficence and Liberality, And again, 

To value Juſtice. and Honeſly and Kindneſs and 
Liberaliti above Pleaſure' and Riches and Life it 
ſelf, and the: Common 'Good above ones private 
Intereſt, argues ia truely Great Mind, and-is oy 
agreeable to human Natuie; , / 

Theſe things I have mention'd, nGe vntly 
to'clear the Nature of Magnanimity ; but-to 
ſhew. what generous Notions. theſe" Heathens 
had concerning the Practiſe'of Vertue. and In- 
tegrity \, .cyven-when it was accompanied with 
Loſſes. and Hardſhips for the fake of it-; and 
what a mean Eſteem they had in Compariſon 


of that great, ok” which the, World fill, wor- 


ſhips, 7. e. Riches. 
(2.) I now come to ſhew the true Meaſures 
of. Magnanimity according to 'the Chriſtian 


Dodrine. And that opuſilts.: iN to. ns . 
2. In 


then ffiges at Worceſter p 


c-1; In ſtudying! to Pleaſe: God' above : all: - 
things. - 
;2...1n chooking rather. ©@ Suffer than tos: 
Diſpea bam : 
. In Rudying to. Pleaſe God fm all 


thi ings Ariſtotle, hach obſerved:thatMagna- ir. t4- 
- nimity hath a particular Reſpect. te Hour ;the;”* 


iftionthen; is;1whether ir refares x0 hide: | 
gets:Eſtcer and' Honour among Men ;_ or, to- | 
that. Honour: which comes. from Gods It's 
truc;, the Hikatheh\Moraliſts. knew wery: licele: 
of this ; Uthough'4ri/idthe. once mentions they, io. 
Kindneſs which, God hath for Perfans' of the moſt 
excellent and wertivous Minds, as being: neareſt. of 
Kindted::30,the:Gedni! But this was. not {ereled- 
as) A\ Ptinciple- among) them:;.2 bur ut 15 .ahe> 
Foundation of'all erue Religion with us, that: 
our-main Care ought to be to Pleaſe God;and: 
$16; value; other things as they. are moſt plex) 
ling-to-hims;:. Fhe ;moſt' Refined: Atheiſts\ob 
this Age confeſs, that the Doctrine. of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles is very Pious*and. Vercugns;; 
akhough they look: on: them: as.\dectived::in 
their Imaginations. We take.what they grant, 
wiz, that the Moraks of Chriſtianuty are very 
Geod;.ibut we fay, that) it.is a beightning. and. 
unproving of Moral Vertucs|/:ta make them 
Divine:Graccs; and not.to practiſe them mecr-- 


hy 
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ly as agrceablo. to Reaſon; bur as Pleaſing:to 
God. Thoſe who allow a God, who 1s wiſe 
and Powerfull, do confeſs, chat no Sacrifices 
arc ſo pleaſing to him, as a Pious; deyour-and 
vertuous Mind : but then they were to ſtek; as 
' tothe Meaſures of.Picty and Vertue. Bue that 


13: 


_ 1s:the Infinite'Advamage by the Scriptures; 


which we enj0y; that by-chem: we' know: what 
is moſt plcafing' to God. He.hath fhewed' thee, 
Mic.vj.8. 0 Man, what: is Good. and what hath thei Lord 
ited ofithee ; but 20: do juſtty, anc to love Mer- 
; CO; \am 1201 math bambly\withi thy God, Whery 
God thowerh us our Nuty,\we:have-no- tonger 
any groung4o. diſpute It ; efpecialy;. when- 
15-6 agreeable to tho: Divint Naturg; and'our 
own. What! can'iwe! doibetter-with Reſpedt- 
C0) Mankind, than t0.do juftly and t0 love'Mercy 2. 
What- can become us more with Reſpe& to 
God; than to walk bumbly with our- God-?.'i Fo 
walk with God, 1s to have a conſtant Regard'to 
hini in the Courſe of our Lives; thus Exocb 
wathed: withiGod, and Noah:and Abraham: and 
10-malk: hambhy with him,” is to: mairitain'a:due 
Senſe of our Diſtance from him and our De- 
pendence upon - him. And this Humility « 0 
Mid doch nor take. off | from -trus:Mag 
zeity\; tor, is/the! Magnenimity of Chriſtians 


that 'Þ am Speaking; of. The rey” 
Philoſo- 
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tbe Afﬀeees at'Wortefter. 
Fheloſophers carried them beyond the-duc 
bounds'of ther Dependence upon iGod-;: "on 


{hey-prefurned upon their own Safficiericy;both 
235 to: che-ſuppore of their Minds under Difk- 


 culries and the making themſelves bappy.” In 


both: which they were- lamentably miſtaken. 
Bur che Hunnhicy of Chriſtians 'in depending 

upon God for Afliſtance and Happineſs 'is fo 
far » froma being inconſiſtent with Mognanimity, 


ng 


that it 1s not to be had withour ic. ' For, atth Phil. is. 


S. Paul, T can do all things. - Can any ching be 
ſaid: greater than that? But how 2 Throwgh 
Chriſt which ftrengtheneth me. And this Depen- 
dehce upon God for his Grace: is n& more 'irl- 
conſent. with Magnanimity, thatia Favou- 
+ites Greatneſs 15 with his Duty and Service to 
is-Prince. - The Chriſtians Magnanumity lies 
rv having bur'one'ro'pleaſe 3 bur\ſuch 26ht, 
2s'16 the Greateſt, the Wiſeſ, the Happieft Be- 
ing in the World. 

2. - But if he cannot Pleaſe God and the 
-World together, then this: Migrinimity cat- 
Ties him rather 'ro chooſe ſuffering under-the 
Worlds Diſpleaſure, than to difpleake God. 
This ſeems a hard choiee ; but-there would be 
no Mpzranimity: without DPrfficulep. -Ir may 
pleaſe God, that our Duty and Intereſt may 
hre rogether, and then'it is Folly and Humour: 
Yule /; to) 


I 3» 


-— —- > Dn Eee ee ellis = —_— _ _ — 


20 73} M4. Sernman- \P rearhed ar. 


£0, chanli! to ſuffer when we need not, Where 

| ;there.js. rue Mognanimizy.in Suffering ,:there 

3 ot 1s an-4mpattia and,pradent weighing and/bal. 
(Bf lancing all Circumſtances together,betore. there 

Lit can be a juſt Reſolution-of Suffering. And a 

II mans Courage inuffcring depends very much 
| .upon the Motiyes induced hin to! it ; which 

every Mans Conſcience muſt judge of. 

Bur there are two ſorts of Suffcrings Mag 

| 1 ;nanimaly may:ſhew ut ſelt 1n+ <1; > 1: 

| (4.); The Neceſlary and unavoidable Acci- i 

('f 1 dents and Calamitics-of Life. 

tl ( 2); The Voluntary preferring a ſuffering 

Lat Condition; rather than ſinning againſt God-,,, 

| | (x :) -As:to the Common/Accidents 6f Like. 

| f} Avifte. 'F is obſerved bythe: Moralifts, that it is a bar- 

Mor. 1.3. der. thing. t0,bear things that are troubleſome, than || 


"tug. 8 3, 170 abſtain: from things; that. are» pleaſant ;>| the || + 
4 36. Senſe of Pain and Suffering being much more || - 
| uncaſie, than the forbearing whart -is delight- 
|| full; which ; 1s-onely crofling a Natural Incli- 
= _nation.; And. though many Perſons chooſe'ra- || 
Wal ther to.y1eld to their vicious .Inclinations than | | 
Bl to avoid the Pains-and Diſcaſcs which follow || : 
them yet that js becauſe they look-on them 
as uncertain and at a Diſtance, and hope they 
may eſcape them. 

But when -it is certain and preſent, human 


Nature 
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of Nature is very tender and ſenſible of Pain and 
| hrinks from it ; and requires inward Courage 
to:ſupport it ſelt under it. It 1s obſerved -b by 
the Roman Orator, that a peculiar kind of 
aff Courage 1s neceſſary for ſuffering Pains and 
hf Diſcaſes; for many that have been brave men 
bh inthe Field, yet could not wirilitir egrotare, 
behave themſelves like Men when they came 
to:be ſick. The Truth 1s; all Mankind abhor 
ſuffering ſo much, that one of the great In- 
i. | ducements to the ſtudy of Morality ot old, was 
to find out ſome Antidotes againſt the Com- 
s | mon Accidents of Life. 
; For they ſoon -found there were ſome Suf- 
5 ferings incident. to human: Nature, which all 
- | the'Art and Skill of the Wiſeſt Meri could ne- 
| wer prevent. Our Bodies are continually ſub- 
e | jc :to-Pains, to Diſcaſes, to Corruption and 
e | Diffaluction. : Our: Eſtates to Violence, Fraud 
| aid Misfortune. - Our Houſes and Cities to 
| Flames, to Earthquakes, to Inundations. Our 
- | Enends and Rclations are all liable to the ſame 
1 | Calamitices with. our Sclyes;': and that makes ' 
» | our Trouble the greater. - 
1 | --- What now ſhould Wiſe Men do ? Canthey 
/ hope'to ſtem the Tide; and to turn back the 
Stream? No;that is too violent forthem.,:Can 
they raiſe any Banks or TER againſt-them - 
j1 oO 
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to keep them oat ? All ſuch are yain; and 


fruilefs. What then ? Shall they ſtrip them- 
ſelves of all the Comforts of. Lite , thac they 
may leave nothing to Misfortune ! > So ſome 
did; to no great purpoſe, unleſs they could 
ſhake off their Paſſions roo. Bur this doth not 
look like Magnanimity, but Cowardize ; not 
overcoming an Enemy, but running away 

him. By the ſame Method, chey muſt go _na- 
ked to avoid Robbery ; and live on the Tops 
of Mountains to. eſcape a Deluge: 

But ſome thought theſe ha look'd.moſt 
terrible at a Diſtance; whereas if they condt- 
derd how common they were, they would 
learn to bear them-berter. But Cameades ſaid 
well, Makevoli animi Solautium eft turba 1hifero- 
Tum ; 
one draws from the commonets of Calamitics. 
And after all, it is -no real. Satisfaction to'a 
mans mind, co think that many ſuffer as he 
doth ; it 1s like the unnatural Pleaſure of Re- 
venge, which one man takes in anothers Pann. 

Thete 1s one thing 1t ferves.well for;: and 
that is to ſhew the Folly of, great Impaticnce 
under ſuch things which the reſt of Mankind 
bear. Thus: Julian in his Epiſtle to Amerizs 
relates a Story 'of Democritus tits dealing wah 


| Epiſt37.- Darius upon the lofs of his beloved Wike. Atter 


ſeyeral 


it 1s a kind of all-natur d Comfort which 
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feyeral incffeftual Ways of comforting him ; 
at laſt he. asked him, whether bringing her © 
Life would not: put an End to his Grief ?- No 
doubt of ir. But haw ſhauld this be done : 
Let 'me alone for that, ſaid the Philoſopher, 
if you will provide me all the things I ſhall 
defire in order to 1t. After great Care taken 
in providing many things for him, Darius 
asked him if he had all he wanted ? No, ſaid 
he; there is one thing more I muſt have, and 
you are the moſt likely Perſon to furniſh me 
with it. In ſhort, you: muſt ger me three 
Names to be put upon her Monument -of 
ſach Perfons who have gone to; their Grayes 
without Sorrow or Trouble ; and You, ſaid he, 
have very large and populous Donumions, and 
no doubt if ſach- a. thing be to be: had, you 
can procure it. Daring: was fttuck with'zhus; 
and: after ſome conſideration faid;, he' doubted 
he could not. Why then, ſaid the Philoſopher 
ſmiling, Are not You aſhamed to be guilty of fo 
much Folly as to be ſo: exceedingly caſt down nnder 
fach a Calamity, as though you were the onely Per- 


fon 'in the World that underwent it ? This was 


agreeable cnough to his Humour in Expoſing 
the Folly of Mankind ; which was a Subyect 
hrge. cnough for his whole Late; ; a he was 
£00 -< agg upor 1t. 
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1 do not deny but the Moralifts did find out 


| ſome very Uſefull Conſiderations to: bear men 


up under the Common Accidents of Life ; but 
thoſe of greateſt Morhent, ' were fuch as are 
much 1mproved'by C briftianity ; ; viz. the Wile 
dom of Providence, the Uſctulneſs of Trials, 
the Benefir of Patience, and the Expectation 
of a better State. 

(2.) As to Voluntary and choſen Suffer- 
ings. We have 1n Scripture ſeveral extraor- 
dinary Inſtances of this kind of Magnanimny, 
ſuch. was Abraham's. leaving his Kimdred and. 
Country and going he knew not whither on 
God's Command, ' and his readineſs to Sacri- 
fice his. Son 3 which-argued an entire Sacrifice: 
of himſelf ro the Will of God. Such was Mo- 
ſes his. Chooſing rather to ſuffer Affliction with the 
People of Gcd than to enjoy'the Pleaſures of Pha- 
rzoh's Court. Such ' was: the Son. of Gods. 
chooſing ro ſuffer for our ſakes, with. admira- 
ble Reſignation to the Divine Will ; and pray- 
ing for his Perſecutors under the greateſt Ago- 
mies- on the Croſs. Such was the Apoſtles Re- 
ſolution and. Courage, when they rejoyced to be 
accounted worthy to. ſuffer for the ſake of Chriſt , 
when they were more than Conquerors in the 
nudiſt of Perfecutions. And truely the Mag- 
nanimity of G__ rather than. Sinning; was 
NEVEL 
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never fo” much ſhewn to the: Wotld as 3n the 
Caſe of the Primitive Chriſtians. \ There.were 
ſome few. Heroick, Inſtances of Suffering for 
Truth among -the Heathens ; -þut they were 
no more to be compared. wah the Numerous 
Examples of the Primitive Church than the 
Miracles of the Veſtal Virgins were with thoſe 
of the Apoſttes. | 
It could not but amaze the common ſort 
of Spectators.of Rome, who were. wont to. ſee 
the GLdiators, (who were either hired or con: 
demned to that Cruel Entertainment of others 
with their blood ) to, behold a fort of Graye 
and Serious: Perfons .expoſe themſelves to ſo 
much. Torment and.Gruelty, when fo ſmall a 
matter. as burning a little Incenſe would ſer 
them free. This was a New Spectacle to the 
World, and-it could not bur put them upon 
thinking what ſtrange fort of Philoſophy this 
was, which inſpired ordinary Perſons with ſuch 
a Magnanimity in ſuffering. They: had never 
found 'thoſe who: pretended to Philoſophy a- 
mong_ them! very fond of Suffering. for the 
Doctrine they taught. They rather liked the 
Example of Ariftorle than Socrates ; who-when 
the People of Athens were enraged againſt lim, 
withdrew to Chalcis; and. when/:he was up- 


BAS with. it, made a wity' Excuſe, that he © 
ha 4 


26 


Tertull, 
ad Scap. 


Antcnin, 
L. 11.43. 


Arrian, 
b& G%: 


 Sremmn Preached at” 


had mo mind he City of Athens ſbould fin twice WÞ 
«4 againfl Philoſophy. Whereas the Chrifiians were IU 


fo forward'to ſuffer for their Do&trine, that it 
was imputed as a Fault to them; and it ap- 
pears by Tertullian that ſome out-went the 
bounds of- Chriftianity in offering themſelves 
too freely to 8. This made fuch- as Antoninus 
and others 1impute all their Sufferings to ar in- 
vincible Obſtinacy and a fort of Madneſs which 

fed" them-: which had been ecafily-conft- 
red;- if they would 'have had the Patience to 
have examind the Reaſons and Grounds of 
their Religion , as they did the peculiar Doc- 
crines of the ſeveral Sedts of Philoſophers: But 
this is not all which Chriſtian Magnanimity 
doth imply; for it is not onely @ Spirit of 
Power, but of Love and of a Sound Mind, And 

IE. A Reſpect to the Hirmorrs- and' Paſſrons 
of Men: And trucly, there is ſuch a Variety 
andVncerrainty in them; ſo much'Folly'ind 
Miſtike ;.' fo-miuch Prefrdice and Peevilhnets 
in ſorne'; ſo-much Wiltalneſs and Stiffneſs in 
others'; -fo Intle Regard: to the true Intercſts 
ofiRclimion and Vertue; under all the: pretett- 
ces to it ;' that thoſe who -fincerely defire to 
promote then» had necd: of A ro 
= ar 
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s of Mcns Minds, Ari#orle, hath well 


| obſerved that Magnonimity doth go beyand 
the Conſideration of Dangers. it makes a man Mor). 4. 


. Elmore ready 10 do Kindneſſes than to receive them ; 


; 
F 


; 


and to forget Injuries. I add, and' to -——4{ 
them ; tor clſc, 1t 1s rather want af Memory, 
than Magnanimity. Ie 18 well heradds one 
thing, viz. that he that hath Magnanimuty 1s 
'Auzzenn, Contented within himſelf, fo he had 
need tobe 3 for he will find very hetle Satiz 
faction abroad, eſpecially in an Age, when Sin- 
cerity 1s almoſt . loſt : when men have uſed 
themfclycs ro fo much Hypoertlic and Diff 
mulixion with God and Man, that they:xan 
zealoufly pretend to Love what they would be 
glad to Ruune, and cty up Peace and Unity 
onely ro get an Opportunity to deſtroy theta. 
But ſtall cru: Magnaniouey keeps a'Mansown 
mind .at Eaſe, and makes bin to. govern himfetf, 
as the ame Philoſopher obſerves, with dur Tem- 
per and Moderation. in al things.” Such a/ one. is 
not onely.Eaſle to hanſelt, but toallochers/as 
far as 1s conſiſtent wath his Duty. | For a Mmd 
trucly Great, hath nothing -of. Bictermmebs, or 
Sowreneſs.; . Peevuhnefs, -xor Hb Wall: to::the 
coſt-of Mankind. All Malice and: Qrueltyi ar- 
gue a Mean and Baic Spunt. The-more: _ 
an 
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and generous any Timipcar arc, 6 more te 
der” and:- compaſſianate they arc, the mic 
zxeady to oblige; the more caſte to forgive, As 
more wilhng to.be Reconciled. 

Bar to be more particular, there arc ewo 
things implied. in this Spirit of Love and of 
Sound Mind. 

(1.)- The making all Reaſonable Alloouii 
ces for the Infirmities of others. It makes 
men to-conſider the Prejudices of Education ; 
the Variery and Weaknefs of moſt mcnsJudg: 
ments; : the'Power of Perſwaſion ;/ the Bias of 
Partics + :: and the Shame and Reproach' which 
Perſons undergo that break, oft« from them, 
afterithey: have /been.once cnſnared by alien. 
On-theſe Accounts it makes them rather Piry 
than Trumph- over the Follies of Mankind, 
There are: two: things which a Great Mind 
doth-imoſt. abhor in Religion, and/are- moſt 
directly contrary to @ Spirit of. Love ' and a 
Sound Mind; and theſe are Hypocriſie and Cru- 
elty ;>whach make menfalſc-ro God, and'Ene- 
mies-tooMankind. 'Thae: rwo' often .go tos 
gether; and although they are masked: under 
a prexence of Religion, yet there are no: two 
chings' more oppolſte.-to the true :Spurit: and 
Deſigiv.of Sit: - S; Fohn concludes that'man to 
have no true Love ta God who doth not love 


his 
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his Brother. He that Ioveth not his Brother mhom 1 Joh. iv 


he' hath ſeen, how can he love God whom he hath 


not ſeen ? And we may argue the other way; 
If a man doth not Love God, how can he 
love his Brother > When the Love of God is 
the beſt Foundation for Charity and Kind- 
neſs to our Brethren z who were at firſt made 
after the Image of God, and have it again re- 
newed in them by the Power of Divine Grace 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 
whiere that doth not appear; yer there 8a Ten- 
derncſs and Compatfion duc to Mankind, as 
far as is conſiſtent with the Order and Govern- 
ment of the World: 

(2.) The Sprrit of Love and of a Sound Mind, 
conſiſts in laying aſide private Anumolities and 
Heats for a Publick and General Good. That 
is a thing too great' and too ſicred; 'to be ex- 
poſed and ridiculed; as though ir were onely 
2 Popular pretence for Faction and Sedition. 
Whereas Nothing is more directly oppoſite 
to'it 3" for therefore” it's called Faction and 
Sdition, becauſe it 5-againſt it; Tf it harh 
been abuſed by men of if Minds, fo: have the 
beft things in the World';/ brit they do not 
lbfe their Narnre and! Pxcellency bþyrir--If 


there be not ſach a thing as 4 Cortitaon'Good, 


whence comes any Mans Obligation to pre- 
E ſerve 


20, 


And even Eph. iv. 
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ſerve Order.and Government, and-to ſeek the 
Safety and Welfare of his Country, althoughir 
may: be to.the'hazard; offs own Life > 1t there 
be ſuch-a thing,/it deſerves our Regard in the 
firſt Place, and we ought to lay afide all Pre- 
judices, and mutual Animoſitics and the Inte- 
retts of particular Parties, and; heartily. to- pro- 
mote that which'is-out true Common Intereſt, 
as we.are Engliſh Men and Proteſtants of the 
- Church:-of England; which is. a great and gon- 

{5derable Part; of : the, Ehbnſtizn Church, and 
the Chiet of the Reformation. - It 1s bard for 
any not to- fee that the whole Proteſtant In- 
tereſt lies at Stake ; and that the Preſervation * 
of it depends yery much Gn, Up Conduct and 
Union at this time. 

Rut if we find any to be humourſome and 
pecyiſh,- any to ſtruggle,more. tor-che. Ingereſt 
of. a Party, to make ix uppermot, than for our 
Common Good, although.it be a very fad 
Conſideration and bodcs very ul] to us all; 

yet We; have; that,poor Comfort left. us, . that 
| tnen were as 1}: diſpoſed eycn_ in the Apoſtle 
. times. - For, ſaith S. Paul, (at a time when 
- one would have choughr they. ſhould. have 
been: much- berter inclined ).. Al m en ſeek their | 
own, 16t - the things which are: Jeſus ;f brifts. 1 
hope it cannot. be ſaid of af.now,; but I fear 


j it 


, Aa. ha#.. £m "OOO 1 ny "PR #- 


thinAftzes-at Worceſter. 
i is ſo: true'of roo many, that{it is/ane of the 
worlt Symptoms of the preſent: State of our Af- 
fairs: And that which makes it: more deplo- 
rable is, that ſome Men have entertained fach 
Suſpicion and Jealouſic of cach other, :that he 
that goes about to Reconcile them, inſtead; of 
making them: Friends, 1s. lJook'd! on. as \'axxom- 
mon Enemy. I am afraid there is not Since- 
rity and Integrity enough left to be a Foun- 
dation for uniting ſeveral Parties among] us z 
atleaſt there wants an Opinion :of | it./- And 
as long as there are ſuch Miſtruſts and Jealou- 
lies, the greateſt Integrity 1s ſo. far uſeleſs. 
Some learned and:;good Men:have been. of 
late apti to' perſwade themfelyes!-and' others, 
that the Glorious and Happy times of the 
Church are coming on ; I could be glad: to 
be of their opinion; for 1tis;a- comfortable 
thing to a mian who travels- 1ri-an' i1l Road 
and with bad Company, whom he is perpe- 
tually afraid of, to ſee at a diſtance a pleaſanc 
and ſafe Country, where he ſhall be. rid-of his 
Fears and Dangers. But I confeſs,-, I cannot 
much, pleaſe my ſelf with ſuch thoughts, till 
I ſee the Tempers of. ;Mens minds; begin -tq 
change towards-one .another,!, If F cayld once 
ſee; the Spirit” of, Love and a' ſound-time prevail 
among: us ; 1t .men would' be contented to 
E 2 Sacri- 
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Sacrifice their Humours and Piques /to the 
Publick Intereſt; in ſhort, if there were any 
hopes. Men would be 'Wiſc and Good., there 
were then a great Foundatian for hope, that 
all chings would be fertled among us, ſo as. 
to contifiue for ſucceeding Generations, 
Bur if Men will perſiſt in their own Wilfull 
Humours ; If rhey had rather all ſhould periſh, 
than they not - compaſs their own Ends; we. 
l need no toreigniEncmues to come in upon us, 
I'S} we ſhall ſoon come to that height of Animo. 
[| Gal.v.15. ſity, @s to bite and devour one another; and then 
| it is an cafie Inference, that we ſhall be conſa- 
1/8 _ medi oe of another. I am 'far from thinking 
our 'Caſe deſperate ; for 1 hope-Men have not 
loſt all their Senſe and Zeal for our Common 
Intereſt ;-but if Mens Heats and Paſſions in- 
creaſe and grow ifiercer, a'Man needs not pre- 
tend tb/ Prophecy to foretell what the dread- 
full Conſequence will be. 

. The true Spirit of Religion ſeems to be bu- 
reed in Mens warm Conterictions about-it ; and 
ſome; have-prexended/to-a fort.of Zeal withour 
Conſcience, to Religion without Faith, and to 
Scruples without common Honeſty. 

If ever God deſigns to doc-us Good, there 

muſt be a great Alreration in Mens Tempers 
and Manners. We muſt have more Sinceriy 
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moſt calm and ference ; all the Clouds and. 
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and Inccgrity among us; ,"ohbl want of which. 
hath cauſed ſuch a general Miſtruſt of one a 
nother ; that if Faith wen were to fave the Nation, 


- I am afraid there 1s hardly enough left in ic. 


And it looks like one of the Symproms of the 
_ of Judgment upon-us: For, if the Sor of 

Man ſbould come, he would hardly find Faith up- 
81 Earth. | 

Burt inſtead of diſcourfing of Magnanimity, 
L am ſenſible 1 have run into the Obje and 
Reaſon of our Fears. But therefore to con- 
clude all, I ſhall ſpeak bricfly to the laſt Par- 
ticular, which was, 

(3.) To confider what Arguments and 
Means there are to ſupport us againſt our 
Fears; or to attain to that Chriſtian Magnani-. 
mity I have been diſcourſing of. And there 
are two great Arguments which Chriſtianity 
doth particularly recommend 'to us. 

1. Let things go as ill as we can fear in 
this World; if we are fincere Chriſtians, there 
is a far better State to -come'; to which we 
ſhall be admitted when we are once our of 
this troubleſome and ſinfull World. There 
will be no- Hurries and Confuſions, no Jea- 


loufics and Suſpicions, no Piques and Arymoli- 


ties.” The higheſt Regions of the Air are: the 


Storms: 
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Storms and'bluftering Winds are below and 
ariſc from the Armoſphere. If our Minds were 
more looſe _ from rthe--World we ſhould :be 
more. at quier+ For, at: the bottom, the Con- * 
{dcerations of this World make Men fo trou- 
bleſome 1n it, It 18 Honour or Power or Riches 
which make them ſo unquier, and 'endeavou- 
ring to ſupplant and undermine one another. 
It Men could learn to be content with that 
which they .pretend was all they ſo long and. 
{.umpatiently defired, there might be ſome 
hopes of ſeeing ſomething like Peace and Uni- 
ty among us : but if Liberty be thought to 
{ſignifie nothing without Power, it 1s Reaſona- 
ble to ſuppoſe that Power will fignifie no- 
thing, unleſs it be all in their own Hands. And 
what can they imagine the reſt of the Nation 
will do? Will they ſuffer an eſtabliſhed Church, 
and ſuch a one as ours 1s (which I think an 
Apoftolical Church, as to Doctrine, Worſhipand 
Govyecrnment,if there be any now in the World) 
to be run down with the-vioſent Heats of ſome 
men, and look on as. wholly unconcerned 2 
They are extremely miſtaken in the Temper 
of the Nation who think ſo. But if men will 
not be quict, when they have all they preten- 
ded to defire, what can we expect bur fur- 
cher Animoſities will Diſcourage our Friends, 
; Animate 


the Afſres at Worceſter. 


Animatg' our common- Enemies, and Exvoſe 
us all co Confulion, if not to Ruine. It Men 
loved: this World leſs and. another bertes; 


F- they: would bz more quiet here, and be more 


carcfull ro prepare for chat better State. | If owr 
Converſation were in Heaven, as it ought to be, 
with whac Contempt ſhould we Took down up- 
on the bufie Deſigns, the: reſtleſs Cares,. the 
vain Hop.s and the perplexing Fears of the 
greateſt parc of Mankind ? Thzn we ſhould 
have. more . Peace and Tranquillity in 'our 
- minds while we live, and greater Satisfaftion 
when we come to die. For Integrity and In- 
; nocency, will keep. us molt from giving diſture: 
| bance to ochers, and from finding any-1n our. 


own Breaſts. Whoſo hearkeneth unto Wiſdom, ſhall Proicts- 


dwell ſafely and ſhall be quiet from the Fear of 
Evil. ir OD 213 35) 

2. We are aſſured that we are under the 
Conſtant Care of Divine Providence. The 
Tranquillity of our minds in this World de- 
pznds very much upon the Eſteem we have of 
Providence and the Truſt we repoſe in God. 
What makes Children pafs their time without 
ſolicitous thoughts about themſelyes, but the 
Confidence they have 1n the Wiſdom and Care 
of their Parents? What makes Paflengers lie 
down at reſt un a Ship*at Fea, but beca __ 
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truſt to the Condutt of rheir Pilot > We-catt 
not alter the Methods of Providence by alf on 
Solicitude ; God will govern the World by hu 
own Meaſures and not by ours. The Goverts 
ment is his, the duty of Subnaifſion 1s ours. Let 
us not;then be peeviſh and quarrelfome at what 
he doth; but make the beſt Ule of any extras 
ordinary Inſtance of his Providence  whick 
ſcems to be intended for our Good, unleſs we 
wnvK« another Way. a 
Bur ic is noti-enough to be mcerly, Conte 
ted wich Providence ; bur we ought to be ac 
ewe and tufefull in our own Places to promote 
the conumon Intereſt; and not- ro Repine ane 
Aortuice'/at what is Neceffary for the Support 
© of xt. Let us not torment our Selves with Fears 
of what-may and what may not happen; buf 
let us commit our Selves to God in well-doing 

as to/our Creator and Preſerycr. 
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